Maximizing potential: federal financing for treatment of adolescents with substance use disorders.
The federal government is making a significant contribution to the treatment of adolescents with substance use disorders. However, funds are scattered across a number of policy domains. While some federal policies are complementary, many overlap, illustrating not only the complexity of collaborative efforts on the part of the implementing federal agencies but also the diversity of partnerships supporting adolescent substance use treatment. Changes in the organization and financing of health care delivery, coupled with the complex interaction of federal policies that address this population, affect the efficiency and effectiveness of federal policy responses to the problem. Equally important are the gaps in federal policy and the inadequacy of federal programs to reach all youth in need. This article analyses existing federal policies and programs and concludes that a seamless, multidisciplinary system that transcends traditional federal policy boundaries must be designed and implemented.